Braille Note Tutorial

Introduction to the Braille Note

· Setting Speech Options

· Menu Structure (refer to Drawing B)

· Create a Document in Keyword
· Creating New Folders in Keyword
· Using the Spell Checker
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The drawing above represents the braille note BT 32 visually.  From the front one notices four thumb keys, which help to navigate through documents and menus.  These keys will be discussed in more detail later.  On the right side front of the braille note one finds the PCMCIA slot.  This is a standard computer port for adding PCMCIA cards, such as a removable hard drive.  Moving to the top right button on the braille note one finds the Enter key, and directly mirrored on the left hand side top is the Backspace key.  The familiar braille keys can be found in the center, and moving down is the spacebar.  On the very bottom of the braille note’s top one will find the refreshable braille display.  The braille note I am working with has thirty-two braille cells.  At the top of each braille cell is a touch cursor, which allows the user to move the cursor to exact points when working.  On the left side of the braille note in the front is the headphone jack, and directly behind that is the on/off toggle switch.  On the back of the braille note from left to right one finds the power adapter plug, the serial port, the parallel port, the built in modem, and the infrared port.

The braille note uses speech software called keysoft.  This application runs on the Windows CE operating system.  Drawing A represents the menu structure.  
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To move down through the menus one presses the space bar, 
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to move up through the menus one presses the backspace key.  
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If the user is unsure where they are upon entering keysoft, press the braille “for” sign (dots 1,2,3,4,5,6,) with the space bar to automatically move to the main menu.  This command works from anywhere at anytime using the braille note.

When in the main menu one can press the spacebar to cycle down through the menu options.  The first menu is wordprocessor, the next menu is planner, then address list, email, book reader, scientific calculator, file manager, utilities, terminal for screen reader, remote synthesizer, keyboard learn, and finally information.  If the user presses space bar again the braille note will identify the end of the menu system.  To go back up through the menu system, the user would simply press the backspace key and eventually arrive at the main menu.  
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To enter any menu submenu the user presses the Enter key.  To exit a submenu press the Backspace key.  When the user enters a submenu such as wordprocessor, he or she can then review the submenu system the same way as the menu system.  By pressing the Space bar or Next thumb key one hears, ”create a document, open a document, emboss a document, print a document, and end of menu”.  

Setting Speech Options

To turn speech on or off there are three options: Speech on, Speech on Request, and Speech off.  “Speech on” is just that.  “Speech on Request” will allow the user silent use unless a specific reading command is used.  “Speech off” turns the speech off, but will automatically turn the braille display on to avoid loss of speech and braille. 
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To toggle through these settings, return to the main menu (“for” sign and spacebar).  
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Then press the space bar with the Previous thumb button (front far left).  The user will hear either “Speech on Request” or “Speech on”.  
The “Speech off” choice will not be heard but will be displayed on the braille display.
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To set the Keyboard Speech, press the space bar with the letter O then the letter K.  Keysoft will prompt the user with either “words, spell. Or both words and spell.  Press the Enter key when you hear the choice you desire.
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W for words
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S for spell
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To choose different settings, press the letter B for both words and spell, letter W for words, or letter S for spell.  When you hear the option you desire, press the Enter key to select.

You will then hear the braille preference prompt.  This option will be discussed later.  At this time press the spacebar to move to the next option.  Keysoft will then ask about computer braille option, at this time we will leave it on the default.  Then it will ask whether to use six or eight dot braille, this option will also be discussed later.  Press the space bar to hear,  “end of list”.  
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To exit keyboard speech option, press the braille letter E with the spacebar, to return to the main menu.

To change the volume, pitch, or rate of speech the user can be anywhere within Keysoft.  
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For higher volume, press Enter with dot 4.  
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For lower volume, press Enter with dot1.  
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For faster speech, press Enter with dot 6.  
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For slower speech, press Enter with dot 3.  
[image: image20.png]n00p  ¥0y
| —




For higher pitch, press enter with dot 5.  
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For lower pitch, press Enter with dot 2.

You can use these commands from within any menu or file.
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